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Lower River Severn streams, cumulative % length frequency
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Rivers Piddle and Frome Catchments

Woodsford

Wareham
Poole Harbour

Throop

Tolpuddle
Puddletown

Purbeck

Piddlehinton

Alton Pancras

Piddletrenthide

Poole

East Stoke

West Stafford

Dorchester

Tadnoll Brook

River Piddle

River Frome

Mill Stream

Lower Piddle 1976/1977 Major eel study (Morrice et al)

Frome Tadnoll Brook 1973-1980 Study of trout/eel interactions 
(Mann & Blackburn)

Frome Mill Stream 1991/1992 Monthly surveys (Ibbotson et al)

1963-1984 Irregular series of samples 
(Institute of Freshwater Ecology)

Piddle/Frome 1990 10 sites surveyed for eels - 7 on 
Frome, 3 on Piddle ( UK National 
Rivers Authority)

Historic Time Series Data for the Rivers Piddle and Frome
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Trends in density and biomass in the Piddle and Frome 1977-2000
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Changes in cumulative % length frequencies in the Piddle 1976/77 to 1999
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Tadnoll Brook sex ratios based on gonad examination 
of yellow eels

1982/83 3.7 : 1 n = 1126

2000 0.43 : 1 n = 246
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Changes in sex ratios of silver eels in the River Piddle 1976 - 2002
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Comparison of eel population structure in the Rivers 
Severn and Piddle
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Coastal Estuarine Freshwater

Silver eel migration

Spawning in 
Sargasso 

Sea

Leptocephalus 
Larvae

Glass eel

Elver

Yellow Eel

Silver eel migration

Yellow Eel Yellow Eel

Elver Elver

Oceanic Phase Continental Phase

European Eel Life Cycle

UK Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the UK Environment 
Agency for funding the 1998/99 eel surveys

UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for funding the 
2002/03 eel surveys 
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